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Chapter 2 Minerals Assessment
1. What is the smallest particle of matter that contains the characteristics of an element?

· [image: image1.wmf]an ion
· [image: image2.wmf]a molecule 

· [image: image3.wmf]an atom 

· [image: image4.wmf]an electron 

2. The mineral zircon (ZrSiO4) is a(n)

· [image: image5.wmf]oxide. 

· [image: image6.wmf]carbonate. 

· [image: image7.wmf]silicate. 

· [image: image8.wmf]sulfate. 

3. The manner in which a mineral reflects light off of a shiny surface describes what kind of luster?
· [image: image9.wmf]metallic. 

· [image: image10.wmf]nonmetallic. 

· [image: image11.wmf]dull. 

· [image: image12.wmf]reflective. 

4. If the atomic number of potassium is 19, how many protons occur in the nucleus of a potassium atom?

· [image: image13.wmf]38 

· [image: image14.wmf]19 

· [image: image15.wmf]9 

· [image: image16.wmf]10 

5. Which of the following would not be classified as a property of a mineral?

· [image: image17.wmf]fracture
· [image: image18.wmf]luster
· [image: image19.wmf]hardness
· [image: image20.wmf]taste


6. Groundwater that contains dissolved calcium carbonate and drips from a cavern roof would form minerals as the result of

· [image: image21.wmf]crystallization from magma. 

· [image: image22.wmf]precipitation. 

· [image: image23.wmf]changes in temperature and pressure. 

· [image: image24.wmf]the cooling of hydrothermal solutions. 

7. The way in which light is reflected from a mineral's surface is known as

· [image: image25.wmf]luster. 

· [image: image26.wmf]streak. 

· [image: image27.wmf]cleavage. 

· [image: image28.wmf]crystal form. 

8. The tendency of a mineral to break along flat, even surfaces is known as

· [image: image29.wmf]hardness. 

· [image: image30.wmf]cleavage. 

· [image: image31.wmf]fracture. 

· [image: image32.wmf]streak. 

9. The way that a mineral feels to the touch describes which property of minerals?
· [image: image33.wmf]luster
· [image: image34.wmf]texture
· [image: image35.wmf]cleavage
· [image: image36.wmf]streak
10. The number of protons in an atom can also be identified by its
· [image: image37.wmf]mass number. 

· [image: image38.wmf]atomic number. 

· [image: image39.wmf]isotopic number. 

· [image: image40.wmf]covalent number. 
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