Name: ______________________________
            Date: _______________          Period: ______


NatGeo -  Diamonds of War: Africa’s Blood Diamond - HONORS
INTRODUCTION: “Diamonds are forever” … or are they? In this unit, we have discussed the formation process and characteristics of minerals. Some minerals hold more value than others, such as diamonds, but have you ever wondered about the cultural boundaries that are crossed and affected before a diamond makes its final destination into a display case? For many African nations, diamonds are not a luxury item but a harbinger of violence and death. For years rebel groups maintained a harsh grip over many of Africa's diamond deposits, forcing local residents to work all day in the mines. Profits from these "blood diamonds" or "conflict diamonds" have been used to buy weapons and fund deadly campaigns of terror.
This documentary film takes a trip to the fields of Sierra Leone, where diamond smuggling is big business even after the end of a ten-year war, and joins officials as they struggle to keep illegal stones from making their way onto the global market.
PART I - QUESTIONS: As you watch the film, think carefully about and answer the following questions.
1) Diamonds are a sign of ____________________, _____________________, and _____________________.

2) _________% of diamonds are illicitly smuggled and are used to launder money.


3) ________________ UN Peace Keeping Soldiers were stationed in Sierra Leone to keep the peace in 2007.

4) _________________________ are the symbol of modern Sierra Leone because of the rebel forces’ violent tactics during the civil war.

5) The________________________ Process is the 11th meeting held in ______________________. The goal of 

this meeting is to stop________________________ by ____________________ the gems that are exported.

6) In Sierra Leone _________% of the diamonds are smuggled. The government only receives $____________ a year for this export.

7) EXPLAIN why diamonds are easier to smuggle than drugs.

8) DESCRIBE the Diamond Mines near Sierra Leone.

9) Map the stops on the smuggling train that a diamond would make traveling though Africa.
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10) EXPLAIN why it is virtually impossible to stop blood diamonds from entering the diamond industry.
11) It has been argued that the rest of the diamond trade is playing ostrich to the problems associated with blood diamonds. EXPLAIN how these people are able to turn a blind eye to this moral dilemma.

PART II - ESSAY WRITING - In a well-structured essay (using the evaluation rubric below), EXPLAIN whether or not watching this documentary would make you hesitate before buying a diamond. Provide    THREE (3) supporting details and evidences (Make a POINT, provide PROOF, and provide DISCUSSION) from the film to support your opinion.
Evaluation Rubric:

	Criteria
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	Below Level

	Topic Sentence (Argument)
(10pts)
	Very clear and insightful
	Clear and concise
	Present but is unclear
	Attempted but is not clear
	Unclear or not present

	Essay Body
(20pts)
	Body sentences effectively develop the argument
Body sentences use specific and thorough supporting details from the text
	Body sentences competently develop the argument
Body sentences use specific supporting details from the text
	Body sentences somewhat develop the argument
Body sentences use some supporting details from the text
	Body sentences marginally develop the argument
Body sentences use very few supporting details from the text
	Body sentences do not develop the argument (re-tells plot, unrelated)
Body sentences do not use supporting details from the text, or details are ineffective

	Concluding
Sentence
(10pts)
	Concluding sentence is insightful, thorough, and leaves significant impression
	Concluding sentence effectively restates the thesis
	Concluding sentence is moderately effective
	Concluding sentence is not effective
	Concluding sentence is ineffective and/or not present

	Style and Mechanics
(10pts)
	Very clear, mature style; no errors
	Clear style; few errors
	Acceptable style; several errors
	Immature style; many errors
	Very immature style; very many errors

	Process Work
(10pts)
	All work is thoroughly completed: Organizer fully completed
	All work is completed: Organizer is partially completed
	Most work is completed
	Some work is completed
	Minimal work is completed


ESSAY ORGANIZER: Complete the following handout to organize your thoughts. Think of three (3) points, proofs, and discussions for your essay. TRANSFER this information to a well-structured essay, as outlined by the evaluation rubric.
Topic Sentence (introduce work and argument to the prompt): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Point #1: (first reason to support your topic sentence)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Proof #1: (a specific detail from the film to support your point)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion #1: (How does the proof relate to your topic sentence?)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Point #2:
__________________________________________________________________________________________


Proof #2:

__________________________________________________________________________________________


Discussion #2:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Point #3:

__________________________________________________________________________________________


Proof #3:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion #3:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Conclusion (wraps up and re-words the topic sentence)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
