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Chapter 5: Weathering/Erosion/Soils Self Assessment
1. ______ What is the physical breaking down of rocks called?

a. Weathering

b. Erosion

c. Sandblasting

d. Physical change

2. ______ The removal and transport of sediments is called _____.

a. Weathering

b. Erosion

c. Transport

d. Carrying capacity

3. ______ A rock carried along the bottom of a stream causing its edges to round over a period of time.
      a.
Mechanical Weathering



      c.
Chemical Weathering
      b.
Chemical Change




      d.
Physical Change
4. ______ How are mechanical and chemical weathering different from one another?
      a.
Mechanical weathering occurs through a series of chemical changes
      b.
Mechanical weathering changes the size and shape of the rock
      c.
Chemical weathering ONLY changes the size and shape of the rock
      d.
Chemical weathering does not change the rock’s composition

5. ______ Frost wedging is what type of weathering?

a. Mechanical

b. Chemical

c. Simple

d. Complex

6. ______ What is the main agent of erosion?

a. Wind

b. Ice

c. Water

d. Acid

7. ______ A marble gravestone becomes difficult to read over time in an area with high pollution.
      a.
Mechanical Weathering



      c.
Chemical Weathering
      b.
Chemical Change




      d.
Physical Change
8. ______ Water moves along Earth’s surface from _____________ to ________________ elevations.
      a.
Higher ; Lower




      c.
Lower ; Higher
      b.
Deeper ; Shallower




      d.
Shallower ; Deeper

9. ______ Which of the following soil profile layers is closest to the bottom?
      a.
Horizon B





      c.
Horizon A
      b.
Horizon O





      d.
Horizon C.
10. ______ Living things cannot do erosion.

a. True

b. False

11. ______ Soil is not considered a resource because we don’t use it for any purpose.

a. True

b. False

12. ______ The dropping of weathered rock material in a different location by erosional forces is called?
      a.
Erosion





      c.
Mechanical Weathering
      b.
Chemical Weathering




      d.
Deposition

13. ______ Weathering must take place before erosion.

a. True

b. False

14. ______ Wind is a major erosional agent in areas on Earth that have both limited precipitation and high temperatures.

a. True

b. False

15. ______ When regolith mixes with organic matter from plants and animals (groundwater, precipitation, air), it is considered________.
      a.
Humus






      c.
Residual Soil
      b.
Soil Profile





      d.
Transported Soil

16. ______ The texture of a soil affects its capacity to retain ________.
      a.
Nutrients





      c.
Moisture
      b.
Clay






      d.
Color
17. ______ What must be present in order for a sample to be considered “soil”?

a. Air

b. Water

c. Regolith

d. Humus

e. All of the above

f. None of the above, soil is just “dirt”

18. ______ When a river enters a large body of water, the water generally slows down and deposits large amounts of sediments.
      a.
True






      b.
False

19. ______ Which of the following is NOT an agent for erosion?
      a.
Water






      c.
Gravity
      b.
Wind






      d.
None of the Above

20. ______ What is the main factor determining what soil type you might have?

a. The type of rock in the area

b. How long the soil has been forming

c. How many animals you have in the area

d. The climate of the area where the soil is formed

21. ______ The repeated thawing and freezing of water in the cracks of rocks is called?
      a.
Uplifting





      c.
Frost Wedging
      b.
Decomposition




      d.
Exfoliation
22. ______ In which of the following climates does chemical weathering most readily occur?

a. Wet and warm

b. Dry and warm

c. Wet and cool

d. Dry and cool

23. ______What is another synonym for humus?
      a.
Synthesis




                   c.
Combustion 
      b.
Decomposition



                   d.
Combination
24. ______ The _____ the surface area, the _____ weathering occurs.
a. Less, More

b. More, Less

c. Less, Less

d. More, More

25. ______ This type of chemical weathering involves the chemical reaction of oxygen with other substances.
      a.
Hydrolysis





      c.
Oxidation
      b.
Exfoliation





      d.
Frost Wedging

26. ______Soil that is located above its parent material is known as _____.

a. Residual Soil

b. Transported Soil

c. Home Soil

d. Parent Soil

27. ______The measure of how well a soil can support the growth of plants is called ___________.
      a.
Soil Formation




      c.
Regolith
      b.
Soil Profile





      d.
Soil Fertility
28. ______The process by which outer layers of rock are broken off, because of a sudden reduction in pressure is called _____.

a. Pressurization

b. Flaking

c. Exfoliation

d. Oxidation

29. ______ Water has more power to move ______________ particles of weathered material than the wind does.
      a.
Larger






      c.
Smaller
      b.
Medium-sized





      d.
Fine-grained
30. ______ What rock type is most easily weathered?

a. Igneous 

b. Sedimentary





c. Metamorphic

d. They are all about the same
